
 

The Only Almighty! The Only Able One 
Genesis 17:1 (NKJV) 1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and said to 
him, “I am Almighty God; walk before{ַָפנ}<6440> Me and be blameless. 

The Lord Discloses His Intention to His Friend 
Genesis 18:16-21 (NKJV) 16 Then the men rose from there and looked toward Sodom, and Abraham 
went with them to send them on the way. 17 And the Lord said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am 
doing, 18 since Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of  the earth 
shall be blessed in him? 19 For I have known him, in order that he may command his children and his 
household after him, that they keep{ְמרּ֙ו the way of <8104>{ָׁשֽ  the Lord, to do righteousness and justice, 
that the Lord may bring to Abraham what He has spoken to him.” 20 And the Lord said, “Because the 
outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grave, 21 I will go down now 
and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry against it that has come to Me; and if  
not, I will know.” 

John 15:15 (NKJV) 15 No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is 
doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to 
you. 

Psalms 105:6 (NKJV) 6 O seed of  Abraham His servant, You children of  Jacob, His chosen ones! 

Psalms 105:42 (NKJV) 42 For He remembered His holy promise, And Abraham His servant. 

Strong’s Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary of  the OT: “keep” {ְמרּ֙ו  <8104>{ָׁשֽ
 ;shamar, shaw-mar´; a primitive root; properly, to hedge about (as with thorns), i.e. guard ָׁשַמר .8104
generally, to protect, attend to, etc.:—beward, be circumspect, take heed (to self), keep(-er, self), mark, 
look narrowly, observe, preserve, regard, reserve, save (self), sure, (that lay) wait (for), watch(-man). 

Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of  OT Words: “keep” {ְמרּ֙ו  <8104>{ָׁשֽ
TO KEEP, WATCH, GUARD 
A. Verb. 
shamar (ָׁשַמר, H8104), “to keep, tend, watch over, retain.” This verb occurs in most Semitic languages 
(biblical Aramaic attests only a noun formed from this verb). Biblical Hebrew attests it about 470 times 
and in every period. 

shamar means “to keep” in the sense of  “tending” and taking care of. So God put Adam “into the 
garden of  Eden to dress it and to keep it” (Gen. 2:15—the first occurrence). In 2 Kings 22:14 Harhas is 
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called “keeper of  the wardrobe” (the priest’s garments). Satan was directed “to keep,” or “to tend” (so as 
not to allow it to be destroyed) Job’s life: “Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life” (Job 2:6). In this 
same sense God is described as the keeper of  Israel (Ps. 121:4). 

The word also means “to keep” in the sense of  “watching over” or giving attention to. David, ironically 
chiding Abner for not protecting Saul, says: “Art not thou a valiant man? and who is like to thee in 
Israel? wherefore then hast thou not kept thy lord the king?” (1 Sam. 26:15). In extended application this 
emphasis comes to mean “to watch, observe”: “And it came to pass, as she continued praying before the 
Lord, that Eli [was watching] her mouth” (1 Sam. 1:12). Another extended use of  the verb related to this 
emphasis appears in covenantal contexts. In such cases “keep” means “to watch over” in the sense of  
seeing that one observes the covenant, keeping one to a covenant. God says of  Abraham: “For I know 
him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of  the 
Lord, to do justice and judgment ...” (Gen. 18:19). As God had said earlier, “Thou shalt keep my 
covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their generations” (Gen. 17:9). When used in close 
connection with another verb, shamar can signify carefully or watchfully doing that action: “And he 
answered and said, Must I not take heed to speak that which the Lord hath put in my mouth?” (Num. 
23:12). Not only does shamar signify watching, but it signifies doing it as a watchman in the sense of  
fulfilling a responsibility: “And the spies saw a man come forth out of  the city ...” (Judg. 1:24). 

In a third group of  passages this verb means “to keep” in the sense of  saving or “retaining.” When Jacob 
told his family about his dream, “his brethren envied him; but his father observed the saying” (Gen. 
37:11); he “retained” it mentally. Joseph tells Pharaoh to appoint overseers to gather food: “And let 
them ... lay up corn under the hand of  Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities” (Gen. 41:35); let 
them not give it out but see that it is “retained” in storage. 

Genesis 37:5-11 (NKJV) 5 Now Joseph had a dream, and he told it to his brothers; and they hated him 
even more. 6 So he said to them, “Please hear this dream which I have dreamed: 7 There we were, 
binding sheaves in the field. Then behold, my sheaf  arose and also stood upright; and indeed your 
sheaves stood all around and bowed down to my sheaf.” 8 And his brothers said to him, “Shall you 
indeed reign over us? Or shall you indeed have dominion over us?” So they hated him even more for his 
dreams and for his words. 9 Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and said, 
“Look, I have dreamed another dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed 
down to me.” 10 So he told it to his father and his brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, 
“What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall your mother and I and your brothers indeed come to 
bow down to the earth before you?” 11 And his brothers envied him, but his father kept the matter in 
mind. 

Philippians 2:5-11 (NKJV) 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the 
form of  God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself  of  no reputation, 
taking the form of  a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of  men. 8 And being found in appearance 
as a man, He humbled Himself  and became obedient to the point of  death, even the death of  the cross. 
9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name,        
10 that at the name of  Jesus every knee should bow, of  those in heaven, and of  those on earth, and of  
those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of  
God the Father.
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